Vision contents, 2000-2010

Fall 2010 (11.2) Teaching the Bible in the congregation
Editorial

Teaching the Bible through preaching

Wrestling with the Bible: A congregational biography
Persevering in a priority

Scholars serving the congregation

Rereading the Bible with Jesus in the center

The Book

The burning bush or the plastic mulberry?

How comedy changed my view of the Bible

Teaching the death and resurrection of Jesus to children
Reading the Bible with youth

Men and women of the Bible as spiritual companions

Mary H. Schertz

Rudy Baergen

Joetta Handrich Schlabach
Ron Kennel

Douglas B. Miller
Jennifer Davis Sensenig
Jean Janzen

Jack Dueck

Ted Swartz

Carrie Martens

Rachel Miller Jacobs
Gareth Brandt

The text has something to tell us! Bible teaching in the Meserete Kristos Church, Ethiopia

an interview with Kelbessa Muleta Demena
Resources on teaching the Bible in the congregation

Spring 2010 (11.1) Unity and diversity
Editorial

The dream: One multiethnic church; A sermon on Colossians 1:21-27
“That they may all be one”: Diversity and unity within the ministry of Jesus

Mary H. Schertz

Jewel Gingerich Longenecker

Dan Epp-Tiessen
Steve Heinrichs
Dorothy Jean Weaver

The one and the many, the part and the all: Unity and diversity in the Messiah’s body politic Gordon Zerbe

Signposts on the journey toward an antiracist, multicultural church

Toward becoming a multicultural church

Iris de Leon—-Hartshorn
Samson Lo

Thelma Meade: “I know where I go”; An Aboriginal elder’s experience with the church Deborah Froese
Diversity: Blessing, curse, or call to communion? A reflection on the Mennonite World Conference experience

Unity and diversity in the canon: Implications for the church

Sanctuary: Where we maintain the unity of the Spirit

Fall 2009 (10.2) Testimony
Editorial

Who'll be witness for my lord? Testimony in the Old Testament
“I saw the light”: The significance of the Apostle Paul’s conversion testimony

Let the words of my mouth

Testimony of silence

Testimony in the life of the congregation
The artful practice of testimony

The gift of speech: Testimony and the formation of pastoral identity

A Kenyan testimony to God’s faithfulness

“Couldn’t keep it to myself”: Testimony in the black church tradition

Are we ready for the return of testimony?
soaking wet
We believe; help our unbelief!

Larry Miller
Loren L. Johns
Nancy Kauffmann

Steven Schweitzer

W. Derek Suderman
Tim Kuepfer

Suella Gerber

Rosanna Eller McFadden
April Yamasaki

Tara Hornbacker

Joel Miller

Rebecca Osiro

Regina Shands Stoltzfus
Ryan Siemens
Samantha E. Lioi
Robert J. Suderman

How can we sing those songs? Testimony in light of findings from the 2006 Mennonite Church USA member

profile
Testimony in the Church of the Brethren

Testimony in Anabaptist-Mennonite theology and practice
Testimony as sharing hope: A sermon on Matthew 8:5-13; 1 Peter 2:11; 3:13-17a

A letter to readers of Vision

Spring 2009 (10.1) Preaching

Editorial

The preached sermon as a happening of the gospel
Preaching as God’s event

Can I get a witness?

Conrad L. Kanagy
Frank Ramirez
Lois Y. Barrett
Alan Kreider

Arlo Frech

Dan Epp-Tiessen
Allan Rudy-Froese
Paul Scott Wilson
Thomas G. Long
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Tapping the potential of biblical preaching

The sermon as fulcrum: The role of preaching in worship

Igniting imaginations with narrative preaching

Take, bless, break: A sermon on Luke 9:10-17

Navigating with a new map: Preaching for youth and young adults
Christmas is good news, isn’t it? A sermon

Preaching and pastoral care

“Not hearers only”: Preaching invitationally

Keeping preaching fresh over the long haul

Fall 2008 (9.2) Sexuality

Editorial

Renarrating the gospel of sex: A sermon on 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Biblical perspectives on sexuality

Cohabitation: What is at stake?

Sexuality in the wedding

Becoming adult, being sexual: Sexuality on the long road to adulthood

Let’s talk about sex: What the church owes our youth

After sexual violence: What happens next in the community of grace?

Singleness and sexuality
Opening safe space

Marriage is words—and affectionate practices: Lessons from Congo on enhancing sex in marriage

Swana Tangiza Tenda (Falanga)
The lamp of the body: A sermon on Internet pornography

Spring 2008 (9.1) Creation care

Editorial

The heavens declare: A sermon on Psalm 19:1-6
For this world: A prayer

Creation care and salvation

Roots, branches, and seeds: Exploring Western society’s exploitative tendencies

Creation speaks: An Aboriginal Christian’s perspectives
The time of our lives

The way the world is meant to be: An interpretation of Genesis 1:26-29

My theatre of pleasure and adoration
In my garden

Will riding my bicycle bring world peace? Reflections on creation care and peacemaking

Preaching the good news with our mouths full
A spirituality of creation care
Mennonite Creation Care Network

Fall 2007 (8.2) Suffering

Editorial

How can I keep from singing?

Questions, answers, stories: Speaking of God and suffering
Making peace with a God who doesn’t end suffering
Reconciling suffering and joy

God’s suffering? A challenge for biblicists

Traversing mountains: Learning about suffering from my African American friends

Renewing the Passion: Freeing the cross for redemption

Of suffering, forgiveness, and closure: Reflections on Russian Mennonite Experience

Rightly remembering a martyr heritage

Communities of grace, joy, and peace? When the church causes suffering

Pastoral care and living hope
Walking with men to heal their buried pain
The Beatitude pastor
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Ryan Ahlgrim

June Alliman Yoder
Renee Sauder

Michele Rizoli

Michele Hershberger
Dan Epp-Tiessen

John H. Neufeld
Dennis R. Edwards
Don Rempel Boschman

Mary H. Schertz

David W. Boshart

Steve Schweitzer

Sara Wenger Shenk

Gary Harder and Lydia Neufeld Harder
Andy Brubacher Kaethler

Cyneatha Millsaps

Carol Penner

Pauline Steinmann

Sarah MacDonald

Sidonie

Andrew Kreider

Dan Epp-Tiessen

H. Henry Janzen
Walter Rauschenbusch
Steven Bouma-Prediger
Joanne M. Moyer
Adrian Jacobs

David Waltner-Toews
Wilma Ann Bailey
Jiirgen Schonwetter
Yorifumi Yaguchi

Ray Vander Zaag
Cathleen Hockman-Wert
Susan Classen

Gayle Gerber Koontz
Esther Epp-Tiessen
Peter Dula

Carolyn Schrock-Shenk
Willy Mushagalusa
Gordon Matties

Mary Thiessen Nation
Nekeisha Alexis-Baker
Harry Loewen

James C. Juhnke
Dorothy Nickel Friesen
Samuel Lopez

Brice Balmer

Duane Beck
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The fox and the hen: A sermon on Luke 13:31-35
When Jesus learned his friend had died (hymn text)
When Job the great was brought to tears (hymn text)

Spring 2007 (8.1) Reconciling

Editorial

United in Christ: A sermon on John 17

Being in communion: Unity amid conflict in the church
Worship and reconciliation

God’s reconciliation work: A spiritual exercise for preachers
Matthew 18 revisited

The cookie poem

Forgiveness

Through conflict to authentic community: Reconciliation in the congregation
Considering consensus: Is agreement possible?

Interfaith friendship as an act of reconciliation

Church apologies and the politics of reconciliation

Fall 2006 (7.2) Prayer
Editorial
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Leonard Beechy
Adam Tice
Adam Tice

Irma Fast Dueck
Rudy Baergen
Betty Pries

Marva J. Dawn
Allan Rudy-Froese
Tim Kuepfer

Jeff Gundy

Joseph Liechty
Nan Cressman
Kerry Strayer
Susan Kennel Harrison
Jeremy M. Bergen

Mary H. Schertz

Facets of prayer in a pastorate Roy Hange
Jesus and believers at prayer Willard M. Swartley
Treasure in plain sight: Prayer in John Calvin’s theology Barry Murr
Holy ground, shaky ground, common ground: Public prayer in rhetorical perspective Juanita Weaver
God'’s unconditional love, Billy Joel, and the healing power of centering prayer Jay Freel Landry

Too deep for words: Learning about prayer from people with developmental disabilities Paula Snyder Belousek
Laments—Misunderstood, truncated, exiled, silenced Ron Guengerich

Prayer and action: Personal reflections Duane Shank
From generation to generation: A conversation about prayer Lois Schertz and Don Yost
The obscure night of prayer Dan Schrock

On every side I find thy hand: A sermon on Matthew 7:7-11
Seven collects

Mary H. Schertz
Lois H. Siemens

Spring 2006 (7.1) Salvation

Editorial Karl Koop
Are you saved? Paul and salvation Tom Yoder Neufeld
The witness of women: Dying to sin and rising to life Lydia Neufeld Harder
Salvation: Contrasting concepts and church conflict Thomas Finger
Mennonite perspectives on atonement: A review article Rachel Reesor-Taylor
Proclaiming salvation: A pastor’s perspective Claire Ewert Fisher

How we see salvation: What difference does it make? A sermon April Yamasaki
Singing our salvation Marilyn Houser Hamm
Salvation in Hispanic Protestant perspective Jose Ortiz
Saving encounters Jim Loepp Thiessen

Is Jesus the only way to God? Wilbert R. Shenk

Fall 2005 (6.2) Worship
Editorial John D. Rempel
Living by the sign of the Sabbath Kevin R. Drudge

In the ordinary, glimpses of the extraordinary Pam Driedger
Receiving before responding Scott Brubaker-Zehr
What shall we sing? Rebecca Slough
How do we know when it’s good worship? Marlene Kropf
Affectionate memories of traditional and transitional worship in Pennsylvania John L. Ruth
Distilled as new wine: Worship in a congregation of refugees and immigrants Betty Kennedy de Puricelli
Worship on the northwestern frontier Rod Stafford

Maintaining unity in faith: Toward a theological link between baptism, foot washing, and the Lord’s Supper
Pieter Post
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Creating a daily office for Mennonites
Facing the darkness: A sermon on worship amid tragedy
On Mennonite preaching: A review article

Spring 2005 (6.1) Scripture

Editorial

Practicing scriptural authority

Scripture and tradition: A dilemma for Protestants
Canon and canonical scripture interpretation
Making the music of scripture

Planning worship in the shape of scripture

What is the Bible’s authority in preaching?

It’s all Greek (and Hebrew) to me

Using scripture in pastoral care

Respecting scripture’s varied voices: How we read a Bible with different views of truth

Three rooms: God’s Story and my story
The word becomes flesh: A sermon on Nehemiah 8:1-12 and Psalm 119:10-16

Fall 2004 (5.2) Power and leadership

Editorial

Gelassenheit and power: Some historical reflections

From bishops to bureaucracy: Observations on the migration of authority
Mennonites and power: Returning to a thwarted conversation

Mother, may I? A Pastors Week sermon

The paradox of pastoral power

A letter to readers of Vision

Power, authority, and worship leadership

Power and congregational discernment

The wisdom of knowing nothing: Pauline perspectives on leadership, ministry, and power

Marshall
Where two or three are gathered: Power in Christian community
Resurrection: The nonviolent politics of God

Spring 2004 (5.1) End of life

Editorial

The redemption of our bodies: A Pauline primer on resurrection
After a death: Theology and Christian funeral practices
Walking on holy ground: A pastor’s theology of funerals

I will tell you a mystery”: A funeral sermon

Praise and lament in the face of death

Jesus and the end of life in the synoptic Gospels

The winding road of grief: A funeral sermon

Pastoral reflections on dying well

Final benedictions

A sure thing: Death and eternal life in the Gospel of John

Love stories: A funeral meditation on 1 John 3:11, 16-24

When my father died (poem)

On being stuck with our parents: Learning to die in Christ

Lost and found together: A funeral sermon

Children’s books that deal with the end of life: An annotated bibliography

Fall 2003 (4.2) Catechesis

Editorial

What madness possessed you? Catechesis for new allegiance

A towel and water: Rethinking my catechism

The road to the future runs through the past: Reviving an ancient faith journey
“What does this mean?” Biblical reflections on catechesis

Catechisms in the Mennonite tradition
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Eleanor Kreider
Eugene Harder
Allan Rudy-Froese

Dan Epp-Tiessen
Gerald Gerbrandt
Karl Koop
Waldemar Janzen
Mary E. Klassen
Lois H. Siemens
June Alliman Yoder
Mary H. Schertz
Menno Epp

Dan Nighswander
Jean Janzen

Ruth Preston Schilk

Mary H. Schertz
C. Arnold Snyder
Steven M. Nolt

Brenda Hostetler Meyer
Regina Shands Stoltzfus

Joseph J. Kotva Jr.
Arlo Frech
Rebecca Slough
Sally Weaver Glick
Christopher D.

Irma Fast Dueck
Ray Gingerich

Dan Epp-Tiessen
Dorothy Jean Weaver
Gayle Gerber Koontz

Klaudia Smucker

Paul Dyck

Dan Epp-Tiessen

Gary Yamasaki

Norm Dyck

Dorothy Nickel Friesen
Rudy Baergen

Jo-Ann A. Brant
Wanda Roth Amstutz
Rachel Miller Jacobs
Harry Huebner

Brent Kipfer

Kathryn Meyer Reimer

Arthur Paul Boers
J. Nelson Kraybill
Matthew Tschetter
Robert E. Webber
Ben C. Ollenburger
Karl Koop
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Why give them stones? Catechesis as imaginative apologetics

How do we invite youth to baptism? And when?

What's stopping you? Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8:25-39)
A persistent search: Calling new believers to faithfulness

Faith Friends: A catechism story

Let’s have a party! A baptismal sermon, with some reflections
Studying the faith with Cuban church leaders

Spiritual Exercises for strengthening faith

Spring 2003 (4.1) Beginning of life

Editorial

Does God care that we make babies?
Bringing infertility out of the shadows
Family by adoption

Our infertility journey

When miscarriage steals pregnancy’s promise
A service to mark a miscarriage

Hannah: Her story

Reflections on prenatal diagnostic testing
Exploring promise and problems in embryonic stem cell research
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A. James Reimer

Mary Lehman Yoder
Jim Loepp Thiessen
Dale Shenk

Gwen Gustafson-Zook
Gareth Brandt

Titus Guenther

Ruth Boehm

Dan Epp-Tiessen
Dan Epp-Tiessen
Keith Graber Miller
Brenda Srof

Joan and Phil
Melissa Miller
Melissa Miller
Rachel Miller Jacobs
Sherry Wenger
George B. Stoltzfus

Bioethics and the church: Technology, martyrdom, and the moral significance of the ordinary Chris K. Huebner

A life too brief: A memorial meditation for Adam Daniel Shantz

Fall 2002 (3.2) Confession
Editorial
Lessons from history on the uses of Mennonite confessions of faith

Guiding thoughts for the study of the faith: Reflections from Guatemalan Mennonites
On racism, Mennonite politics, and liberation (Words we don’t like to hear)

Confession: The way of transformation

The two edges of confession

Transforming the difficult sinner

For those who want to change the world
The place of confession in restorative justice

Paying for our sins: What Mennonites should confess in the wake of 9-11-01

Confessing faith, confronting sin

Confession: Restoring trust, repairing the breach

The place of absolution in the service of the Lord’s day
Smoked out into confession’s healing lightness

Spring 2002 (3.1) Hospitality
Editorial

Biblical theology of hospitality
The welcome year of the Lord

Gary Harder

Mary H. Schertz
Karl Koop

Mario Higueros
Malinda E. Berry
Marcus Smucker
Alan Kreider
Rachel Miller Jacobs
Ann Hostetler
Janet P. Schmidt
Melanie Zuercher
Jacob W. Elias
Muriel Bechtel

Charles Hohenstein and David Tripp

Michael A. King

Gordon Zerbe
Waldemar Janzen
Dorothy Jean Weaver

Competing visions: Can we keep Isaiah and Ezra in the same Bible, and you and me in the same church? Gary

Harder
Hospitality, a practice and a way of life
Reflections on hospitality and the missional church

Church planting strategies and Anabaptist values: A British perspective

Dare to become a global church

Welcoming the Muslims in our midst

The worship leader as host

When Love sits down to the banquet

Resources for a communion service of hospitality
“Love bade me welcome”

Fall 2001 (2.2) Transformation
Editorial
The missio Dei and the transformation of the church

Christine D. Pohl
Robert J. Suderman
Stuart Murray
Gilberto Flores
Brice Balmer

Ruth Boehm

Paul Keim

Wild Goose Worship Group

Paul Dyck

Daniel S. Schipani
Art McPhee
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Transformation in the borderlands: A study of Matthew 15:21-28 Daniel S. Schipani
“Finish then thy new creation”: A metamorphosis of glory Molly T. Marshall
Changed from glory into glory Rebecca Slough
God brings us out to a spacious place: The transforming role of praise and confession in worship Marlene Kropf
Preaching as agent of change June Alliman Yoder
Spiritual direction: Space for transformation Brenda Sawatzky Paetkau
The transforming power of grief: A widow’s story Rachel Nafziger Hartzler
Improbable? Transformation and the congregation: A review of some resources Erick Sawatzky
Crossing cultures, transforming lives Keith Graber Miller
Spring 2001 (2.1) Communion

Editorial Gordon Zerbe
The Lord’s Supper in Mennonite tradition John D. Rempel
Communion as storytime Eleanor Kreider
Eucharistic theology: Some untapped resources Thomas Finger
In search of something more: A sacramental approach to life and worship Arthur Paul Boers
A vision of global communion Mesach Krisetya
The great feast Sue C. Steiner
Pass-over, morsel, or the real meal deal: Seeking a place at the table for the church’s children = Eleanor Snyder
Children and the Jesus Supper: Some anecdotal and theological reflections Gordon Zerbe

Fall 2000 (1.1) Spirituality

Editorial Mary Schertz and Gordon Zerbe
Seeking the headwaters of Mennonite spirituality Nelson Kraybill
A discriminating spirituality Gerald Gerbrandt
A spirituality shaped by the Psalter Perry B. Yoder
Facile spirituality, profound love of God Harry Huebner
Spirituality according to Oprah June Mears Driedger
Christian spirituality: Following the way of Jesus April Yamasaki
Anastatic Anabaptists: Made alive and empowered to preach peace Tom Yoder Neufeld
What is healthy congregational spirituality? A guide to resources Marlene Kropf
For the reading table: Reclaiming ancient Christianity Arthur Paul Boers

Review and discussion: Recent studies on Anabaptist spirituality John J. Friesen



